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onservation, Preservation and Maintenance form the
core activities of any monuments irrespective of Historic
monuments or Living monuments. It is very imperative that these
practices are to be followed meticulously in our temples so that the
future generations will have an opportunity to realize how sacred these

temples are and importance of it in our day to day activities.

This will bring the cultural discipline in the society for the rulers
as well as the citizens which is the fundamental requirement of the
Hindu way of living; this will bring peace, happiness and eternal

health to all the human beings in the planet.

Different type of monuments.
1. Archaeological monuments.
2. Architectural monuments.

3. Religious monuments/Living monuments.
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Different faiths / religions have their own practices in
relations to worships , Architectural / construction techniques for

their religious / worshiping places.

In Hindu religion, actually it's not a religion it's a way of
living. Temples, Gopurams, Vimanams, Mandapams and other
structures are designed including the layouts, architecture and
construction, subsequently conserved, preserved and maintained

strictly in accordance to Sirpa Sastram and Agama Sastram.

These Agamas are very ancient, perhaps more than a many
millennium years, descended from Our Gods to vedha maharishis to

Sthapathis and to the actual technicians.

These (gpemev &6vle&6T ) manuscripts are preserved , stored

and maintained at Saraswathy Mabhal library, Tanjore, TamilNadu

and many other places.

Over the period of years they are printed and published in

regional languages for the benefits of the society.

These books are.
1. Sirpa Sastram.

2. Maya matham, to name a few
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ﬁ ccording to PURANAS, Sage Kasyappa is an ancient

sage and is regarded as the mind born son of Lord
Brahma. Kashyapa Maharishi along with other 6 rishis helped Lord
Brahma in the creation of earth. He is regarded as the father of

Devas, Asuras, Nagas and all of humanity.

The source for this book is the eemev &eulgsem stored in

Thanjavur Saraswathy Mahal library. We received this book from

Thanjavur.

The term Sirpa in it's more comprehensive connotation
includes all practical arts and crafts. Sirpa includes Architecture
(Vasdtu Kala) and sculpture ( Murthi kala ) as the main topics.
Deals with construction of the abode of Gods, temples, halls of

worship, domes and towers connected with them.
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Qumsdler  Gumenwuilermey,  smeoTGUTT & 600TeMETITLLD

SHSMSID  SeU(hSlTNEnELSeTTS @6t STeuoTLIL(hehleoTmeT.
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To spread this, again for the benefit of the society Sirpa
colleges and such educational institutions have been started and

taught to the students the various techniques by the Sthapathis.

This Sirpa Sastram is common for both Vaishnavite and Siva

temples.

Temples, thus constructed above are handed over to
Archagars and after Shamprokhsanam / Kumbabishekam are open
to devotees for worshiping. Further subsequently at least after
every 12 years, Sthapathis carry out the maintenance, repairs

(sSiGemorr&smyeoTin) and handed over to Archagars.

Similarly the Murthies / Vigragams are cast in different

metals , stones and wood for the purpose of worshiping.

In Tamilnadu we have almost approximately 40,000 temples

belonging to different beliefs.

1. Vaishnava temples
Saiva temples
Mariamman temples

Amman temples

Village deities (&lrmn  Caeuem&S6iT)

Village kaaval theivangal (&meued QgLiieumiSeT)

N vk »w D

Road side temples.
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In our Hindu way of living invariably all these groups have
different way of offering prayers to the deities, perhaps that is the

strength of us.

These temples also own thousands of Moorthies /
Vigragams made up of Bronze metal (Panchaloga metal), stones of
different types and wood of different types. These are all the
priceless assets of our temples. Some of them as old as 1000 years
or may be more, and still currently the numbers are increasing,

donated by the deities constantly.

These temples also own enormous Jewelleries, Crowns, etc.,
of the Precious metals and Diamonds apart from the rathams / ther
(reln Gair) and different vahanams for the Murthies / Vigragams to
go around the temple, enable dharshan of the devotees who were
unable to walk and different occasions in a year while celebrating

the festivals.

These temples own an enormous property; approximate 4.5
lakh acres of wet and dry lands and real estates in different metros,
Type 2 & Type 3 cities and villages. Some of these properties were
donated by the Kings and by the deities and still the donation
continues from the deities because of the enormous faith and the

happiness they derive.

Therefore, Conservation, Preservation & Maintenance is not

applicable only for the temple buildings, but also for the above
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mentioned different groups.

So naturally to carry out these herculean tasks, teams /
committees of different groups are needed.
1. Vaishnavites group — Pancharatra & Vaikanasa
2. Saivates group
3. Temple Sthalasthars, Archagars, Bandaries & few
other types

e

Sthapathies & &lU SemeVERTS6IT
Electrical, Mechanical & Civil Engineers
Archaeological team

Finance & Auditing team

® 2N

Administrative team

All these groups have a different role to perform either
independently or forming the sub-groups within them. The manual

briefly elaborates these aspects.

The most important is the auditing of the activities of these
groups and maintaining the proper documentation system in the
Head office as well as at the Temple offices for constant references.
This manual elaborates to some extent of the activities of the

different groups.

So this manual has been divided into eight groups and each

group is authored by the capable persons.
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This is not very exhaustive because this manual is prepared
in a shorter time, matter of three months and this will be revised
constantly based on the inputs from the different stakeholders so as

to make it more useable to all the temples.

We hope the devotees, who come with unlimited faith to our
temples, our culture and religion will benefit and pave the path for

the serene and peaceful living.

Concept of Temples and Administration in the

Great Chola period
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