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This manual explains some of the details of the
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JEERNOTHTHAARANAM

*Jeernoththaaranam” refers to the process of restoring and renovating temples.
“Jeeranam” means damaged or dilapidated. “Uththaaranam” means to reinstate and

renovate it. The Agama mention four different ways of performing Jeernoththaaranam.

They are — “Aavartham”, “Punaraavartham”, “Anaavartham” and “Antharitham”.

Anaavartham refers to a completely new construction of a temple and installation
of new idols. Aavartham denotes replacement of damaged or stolen idols in an existing
temple. Aavartham also refers to the process of building a new temple around an idol
that might have been previously installed at some place. Essentially, Anaavartham

means both the temple and the idol are new whereas Aavartham rmeans that either one

of them is new.

Punaraavartham refers to the process of renovating an existing temple —
repairing damaged structures, redoing and re-painting the sculptures and reliefs in the
main towers and sanctum towers. It also includes the application of new “Ashtabanthana
Marunthu” wherever required. It concludes with the performing of the Kumbabishekam

(Consecration) ritual.

The fourth method, Antharitham refers to the process of repairing and restoring
idols and structures that might have been damaged due to sudden natural calamities,

theft or due to the action of some wild animals. The Kumbabishekam performed in this

case also includes purification rituals.
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A detailed analysis of these four types of Jeernoththaaranam are as follows: -

Anaavartham:

The procedure to be followed for constructing a new temple is as follows: -

- find a suitable place in a village or town after looking into the “Aayathi latchanam”;

- initiate the process of “Sangusthapanam” and “Pelasthapanam” depending on the
presiding deity of the proposed temple;

- construct the main tower (Rajagopuram), the shikhara (Gopuram), main hall
(Mandapam), other associated shrines, corridors (Prakaram) by employing a
“Sthapathi” well versed in the “Sirpa sasthiram”;

- the construction should also take into account all the rules of “vastu shastra”
(science of architecture);

- lastly, the Kumbabishekam rituals should be conducted by Sivacharyars /
Pattacharyars according to the method prescribed in the Vedas and Agama.

Aavartham:

As previously mentioned, Aavartham is the type of Kumbabishekam where either one
of the two elements (ido! or the temple) is new. Nowadays, we find that many temples across
the country are in ruins. The required renovation and Kumbabishekam are not performed
regularly. In many places, temples that are of great historical significance has been reduced
to nothing but a wasteland of trees and shrubs. It is sad to note that the gradual erosion of our
country’s cultural, spiritual and architectural splendour.

Given below is a quotation from the “Maanasaaram: Sirpa” —
“Aalayaathyangasarveshu heenathikyam pavethyathi. Rajarashtrathi
karthroonaam dhoshaprapthiri hochyathe!”.

What it means is that if there are damages to the “Angam”, Upaangam” and
“Prathyangam” of a temple, it will have dire repercussions for both the ruler and the ruled.
According to Agama, in case of these types of damaged temples, it is better to conduct the
“Baalaalayam” ritual, install a Balalingam or Bimpasthapanam and continue the pooja till the

renovation and construction of the temple is complete.

549 Conservation, Preservation & Maintenance Manual




It is important to take special care of any idols and other valuable items till the
construction work is complete. These can be reused in the renovated temple. Finally, once
the restoration is complete, Kumbabishekam is to be performed according to Veda-Agama
method.

The Agamas state that in case a temple is not taken care of for a long time, the gods
and goddess of that temple will leave their shrines and start residing in that temple’s Sthala
Viruksham (the sacred tree) for a period of 12 months. If we have not initiated any work during
this period, they will leave that tree and proceed to live in the “Surya Mandal” for a period of
12 years. If no initiative is taken even during this period, they will get annoyed and will start
acting in a manner similar to birds that cannot find any food. They will then start cursing
everyone involved with the temple — the owners, trustees, archakars and devotees. Hence, it
is evident that many of these damaged temples do not house the gods anymore. This does
not bode well for the nation.

Similarly, we also have to look into the damages caused to the idols (both granite and
procession idols — “Panchalogam”). There may be some damages to these idols due to the
nature of granite or the combination of the metals used. Also, there can be damages to idols
due to natural calamities, thieves or animals. In this case also we have {o consider the
“‘“Angam”, Upaangam” and “Prathyangam® nature of the damages and rectify them
immediately. According to Agama, in case there is damage in the Prathyangam (for example
ornaments or fingernails of the idol) we can get it rectified. In case of damages in Upaangam
(for example, fingers, ears or eyes), suitable modification or replacement can be made. In
case of “Maha Angam” (main body) where rectification cannot be done, the granite idols can
be immersed in the sea and a new idol can be made. The procession idol can be melted and
cast again.

However, there are certain instances where the damaged idols are still kept in the
temples. The reason for this is that the god or goddess had come in the dreams of the person
immersing the idol and questioned them if they would do the same thing to someone from their
family. In such cases, the damaged idols are kept in the temples with some minor restoration.
Such instances highlight the faith and close relationship between the god and the devotee. A
classic example of this is Sri Dhandayuthapani’s idol in Palani. This idol is made of
“Navapashanam” and was once highly eroded. However, the same idol was restored using

more Navapashanam and is worshiped today affectionately by millions of devotees.
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Preservation of such temples is necessary for transmitting our cultural values to future

generations. They also serve as important markers for students of history and archaeology.

The history of our country spans across many millennia. During the course of history
many civilizations have risen and fallen. Each civilisation has left behind a valuable trove of
architectural heritage. Many ancient palaces and monuments have now become tourist
destination that attract visitors from across the globe. At the same time, many temples that
were built during those times are now in ruins. It is of utmost importance that we salvage
whatever we can from these temples and restore them to their past glory. Many items such as
granite bars, engraved pillars, sculptures and idols can be reinstalled in the renovated temples.
The idols that are slightly damaged can be restored using the knowledge mentioned in our
ancient texts as well as modern techniques that science has made available to us today. Here,
it is important to remember that both self-manifested idols and the idols that have been
installed by the devas and rishis are free from “Jeerana dosham”. Hence, they can be

reinstalled with modification.

“Swayampuvathi lingeshu jeernadosho navithyathe” — this quotation has been taken
from the Agama. It implores us to preserve the purity and sanctity of our temples and idols.
Many of these temples were built thousands of years agc by learned Sthapathis under the
patronage of many renowned kings. A lot of the art and skill that was involved in constructing
these idols and temples are now lost to us. Aiso, poojas have been performed continuously
in many of these temples by learned priests. The spiritual and divine grace that has
accumulated over the years is immeasurable. Hence, even if some of these idols are beyond

repair, it is advisable to keep them in a separate place for the viewing pleasure of devotees.

Punaraavartham

Puna-Aavartham means to reconstruct or renovate an existing temple. In this type of
Kumbabishekam, both the elements (the idol and the temple) are the ones that existed before.
Minor damages are rectified, the temple is painted and new Ashtapanthana marunthu is
applied wherever necessary before performing the Kumbabishekam. It is better to avoid
moving any of the old idols or constructing any new structures. However, in case it is

necessary, it is better to consult with learned Agama scholars.
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During Punaraavartham, it is advisable not to install a new “Yantra” as doing so would
require moving the idol. It is possible that the idol may be damaged in this process. Similarly,
in ancient temples, it is advisable not to build a new shrine for any god or goddess. If devotees
feel the need to worship any particular god or goddess, they are advised to go to a temple that
houses a shrine for that god. There is also a growing trend of installing idols of individuals
(usually some prominent devotees, scholars or saints) in many ancient temples. This is
unacceptable as it goes against our tradition. Our goal should be to preserve the sanctity of
these temples. It is our moral responsibility to protect these ancient temples from such

unethical practices.

Antharitham:

As stated before, Antharitham is the type of Kumbabishekam that is performed where
a temple is affected by a sudden mishap. This may include natural calamities, theft or damage
caused by some animals. The damaged structures are tc be repaired and a purification ritual
is to be performed as a part of the Kumbabishekam. Our ancient scriptures mention that it is
important to ensure that all idols have sufficient Ashtapanthana marunthu. Failing to do so will
lead to disastrous consequences. Hence, it is advisable to apply new marunthu and perform

the “Antharitham” Kumbabishekam in such temples.

The above analysis does not by any means give a complete picture of
“‘Jeernoththaaranam”. Extensive research and investigation of our ancient texts and scriptures
is the need of the hour. It is our duty to contribute collectively and help preserve the sanctity

and rich cultural heritage of our temples.

* % %
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